
TECHNICAL GUIDE
Guide to Accurate Viscosity Measurement:
Best Practices and Advanced Techniques

AMETEK Brookfield | © 2025 AMETEK, Inc. All rights reserved.



2

Guide to Accurate Viscosity Measurement

Introduction

Accurate viscosity measurement is essential for ensuring product consistency, meeting industry standards, 
and optimizing production processes across a variety of industries, including pharmaceuticals, food and 
beverage, cosmetics, and industrial chemicals. However, measuring viscosity accurately can be challenging 
due to the complex nature of fluids, temperature dependencies, and the need for precise equipment 
calibration.

This comprehensive guide will walk you through best practices and advanced techniques for ensuring accurate 
viscosity measurements, covering everything from selecting the right viscometer to understanding the 
influence of temperature and shear rates on your results. Whether you’re a lab technician, a quality control 
manager, or an R&D professional, this guide is designed to help you avoid common pitfalls and optimize your 
viscosity testing process.
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1. Understanding Viscosity and Why It Matters

Viscosity is a measure of a fluid’s resistance to flow. It affects how a product behaves during processing, 
packaging, and even during consumer use. For instance, the viscosity of a pharmaceutical cream affects how 
it spreads on the skin, while the viscosity of engine oil determines its performance under different temperature 
conditions.

Inaccurate viscosity measurements can lead to significant issues such as product defects, inconsistent 
quality, and even regulatory non-compliance. This makes accurate and reliable viscosity measurement crucial 
in quality control and R&D environments.
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2. Choosing the Right Viscometer for Your Application

Selecting the right viscometer is the first step in ensuring accurate viscosity measurement. There are several 
types of viscometers, each designed for different applications and fluid behaviors:

• Rotational Viscometers: Ideal for measuring the viscosity of non-Newtonian fluids, where viscosity 
changes with the shear rate. They are highly versatile and can handle a wide range of viscosities.

• Capillary Viscometers: Best for measuring Newtonian fluids (e.g., oils or solvents) where viscosity 
remains constant regardless of the applied shear rate.

• Cone and Plate Viscometers: These instruments are particularly useful for small sample sizes and 
can measure both Newtonian and non-Newtonian fluids with high precision.

For most applications, a rotational viscometer such as the DVNext Rheometer offers the flexibility needed to 
measure a wide range of fluid types. This instrument provides robust accuracy, is easy to operate, and 
integrates seamlessly with data management software for advanced analysis.
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3. Best Practices for Accurate Viscosity Measurement

a. Sample Preparation
Proper sample preparation is one of the most important steps in ensuring accurate viscosity readings. Follow 
these guidelines to ensure consistent sample handling:

• Consistent Volume: Ensure the sample volume is consistent across all tests, as varying sample 
sizes can lead to measurement discrepancies.

• Homogeneous Samples: Make sure the fluid is well-mixed and free of air bubbles, which can skew 
the results. For emulsions or suspensions, verify that the dispersed phase is evenly distributed.

• Temperature Equilibration: Allow the sample to equilibrate to the test temperature before starting 
the measurement, as viscosity can be highly temperature-dependent.
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3. Best Practices for Accurate Viscosity Measurement

b. Instrument Calibration
Regular calibration is essential to maintaining the accuracy of your viscometer. Calibration ensures that the 
instrument’s readings are accurate and consistent over time.

• Use Certified Standards: Calibrate using certified viscosity standards with known viscosities that 
cover the range of your test samples.

• Frequency of Calibration: For high-precision applications, calibrate the instrument daily or weekly, 
depending on usage. For less critical applications, monthly calibrations may suffice.

• Follow Manufacturer Guidelines: Always follow the manufacturer’s calibration procedures to avoid 
miscalibration.
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3. Best Practices for Accurate Viscosity Measurement

c. Temperature Control
Since viscosity is highly temperature-dependent, maintaining precise temperature control during 
measurement is critical. Even small temperature variations can significantly affect viscosity readings.

• Use Temperature Control Systems: Integrate temperature control systems, such as the Lauda 
Loop 100, to maintain consistent and accurate temperature conditions. This compact, refrigerant-
free system ensures that even sensitive fluids are measured at stable temperatures.

• Monitor Temperature Fluctuations: Record temperature throughout the test and ensure that any 
fluctuations are minimized.
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4. Advanced Techniques for Enhanced Precision

a. Handling Non-Newtonian Fluids
Non-Newtonian fluids, such as paints, gels, and certain cosmetics, pose additional challenges for viscosity 
measurement. These fluids exhibit different viscosities depending on the applied shear rate.

• Use a Rheometer: For non-Newtonian fluids, a rheometer like the DVNext Cone/Plate Rheometer 
allows you to control shear rate and monitor how viscosity changes under different conditions.

• Flow Curve Analysis: Generate flow curves to understand the complete flow behavior of the fluid 
and identify shear-thinning or shear-thickening behavior.
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4. Advanced Techniques for Enhanced Precision

b. Monitoring Shear Rate Effects
For many industrial processes, understanding the effect of shear rate on viscosity is crucial. For example, in 
pharmaceutical formulations, understanding how a cream behaves under different application pressures can 
be key to product success.

• Shear Rate vs. Viscosity Data: Use instruments that allow precise control over shear rate, such as 
rotational viscometers with multiple speed settings, to gather data on how viscosity changes with 
shear rate.
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4. Advanced Techniques for Enhanced Precision

c. Inline Viscosity Measurement
For continuous production environments, inline viscosity measurement systems like the FAST Inline 
Viscometer offer real-time monitoring and control. These systems allow you to adjust process conditions 
dynamically based on live viscosity data, ensuring product consistency and reducing waste.
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5. Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

While viscosity measurement is a well-established process, several common challenges can impact the 
accuracy of your results:

• Bubbles in the Sample: Air bubbles can significantly affect viscosity readings. Ensure that samples 
are degassed or allow time for bubbles to settle.

• Sample Contamination: Contaminants can alter the viscosity of the sample. Use clean containers 
and tools for sample collection and preparation.

• Improper Calibration: Inaccurate calibration can lead to skewed results. Always use certified 
calibration standards and follow the manufacturer’s instructions closely.
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6. The Role of Automation in Modern Viscosity Measurement

Automation in viscosity measurement can significantly reduce human error, increase throughput, and improve 
data reliability. Modern instruments often come with automated features for sample loading, temperature 
control, and data recording.

• Automated Data Logging: Instruments like the DV2T Touch Screen Viscometer come equipped 
with automated data logging and analysis tools, making it easier to monitor and record viscosity 
trends over time.

• Improved Reproducibility: Automated systems ensure that tests are performed consistently, 
improving reproducibility across samples and operators.
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7. Conclusion: Optimizing Your Viscosity Measurement Process

Accurate viscosity measurement is the cornerstone of quality control in a wide range of industries. By following 
best practices, utilizing advanced techniques, and integrating temperature control systems, you can ensure 
that your viscosity measurements are reliable and precise. Whether you’re working with Newtonian or 
non-Newtonian fluids, the key to success lies in proper sample handling, equipment calibration, and 
understanding the impact of temperature and shear rate on your measurements.

Investing in the right viscometer and temperature control systems, like those from AMETEK Brookfield, will 
empower you to meet your operational goals, improve product consistency, and optimize your processes.
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Thank you for taking the time to download: Ultimate Guide to Accurate Viscosity Measurement. We 
appreciate your interest in AMETEK Brookfield and our commitment to delivering industry-leading solutions for 
viscosity and rheology testing. We hope this guide provides you with valuable insights to enhance your 
processes and drive product quality.

As a trusted leader in scientific instrumentation, we’re here to support your efforts with innovative products, 
expert advice, and world-class service. If you have any questions or would like to explore how we can further 
assist you with your specific application, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us. We look forward to the 
opportunity to collaborate with you and help you achieve exceptional results.
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We are here to help!

Contact our sales or support teams to schedule a consultation, request a demo, or explore customized 
solutions to fit your needs. Brookfield is committed to providing expert support at every stage of your viscosity 
testing journey, ensuring accurate, reliable, and consistent results every time.

Explore Our Products: Viscometers
Contact an Expert: Contact Us Form

Access More Resources: Resource Library

AMETEK Brookfield Headquarters
1-800-628-8139 or 1-508-946-6200

brookfieldengineering.com
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